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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and § 1.97-1.99, Form PTO-FB-A820 (aka 1449) 
is enclosed for consideration by the Examiner. Pursuant to the Official Gazette Notice 
of August 5, 2003, this Information Disclosure Statement is provided without copies 
of U.S. Patents or PGPUBs. 

Applicant's Assignee also advises the Office of its interpretation of U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,176,751 (Findley) as prior art. This interpretation is a revision and an 
improvement to the interpretation provided in the Response of December 2, 2003 to 
Application Serial No. 10/150,305. But the prior interpretation remains correct for the 
point that Findley did not disclose or suggest the combination of pigment and blowing 
agent together in a single pellet, which is what the claims of Application f 305 require. 

Findley principally discloses a color concentrate composition OR an additive 
composition. Findley frequently uses the verb "substitute", meaning that Findley 
teaches either a pigmented concentrate or an additive-filled concentrate, but not both 
pigment and additive in the same pellet 1 , with the exceptions of Examples 4 and 5. 



Even the claims of Findley seem to be mutually exclusive in composition of the claimed pellet. 
Claims 1-5, 7-12, 26-30 of Findley are for a pigmented concentrate. Claims 6, 13-25 are for an 
additive-filled concentrate. 
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In Example 4, Findley does disclose pigment and ultra-violet light stabilizer 
together in a pellet, but in those instances the ultra-violet light stabilizer is also 
functioning as the carrier in Findley f s pellet (synonymous with "binder" in Applicant's 
claims.) Please see Col. 9, Lines 60-68. 

In Example 5, Findley discloses pigment, ultra-violet light stabilizer, and wax 
binder together in a single pellet, also with EVA which is a polymer and is identified 
as having good compatibility with thermoplastic polymers. Please see Col. 9, Lines 
2-6. But there the teaching ends. 

Because it seems that the ultra-violet light stabilizer also can function as a 
carrier, Findley does not teach beyond the combination of the ultra-violet light 
stabilizer with pigment. Indeed, when Findley begins discussion at Col. 11, lines 18 
et seq., the "substitution" concept also begins. Additives are "substituted for" 
pigments. Please see Examples 8-1 1 which repeated uses the term "substitute". 

Even though UV Light Stabilizers has its own separate Example 1 1, an 
additive substitution for pigment, that becomes further evidence that Findley does not 
teach or suggest the combination of a colorant with any functional additive (as 
Applicant uses such term) other than as seen in Examples 4 and 5 and there only with 
respect to UV Light Stabilizers. Additional evidence of the barrier beyond UV Light 
Stabilizers is found in the claims. Please also see Claims 9, 1 1, and 29 ("pigment 
claims") as compared with Claims 19, 23, and 25 ("additive claims"). 

Claim 29, which depends from Claim 1 1 that requires the carrier to "consist of 
an ultraviolet light stabilizer" might also allow the possibility of some other 
ingredient besides light stabilizer and pigment, but not if one adds up the pigment 
concentration from Claim 1 and also Claim 29, such that the claimed pellet is made of 
only two ingredients: pigment and light stabilizer. Claim 29 explicit states that there 
is more pigment than recited in Claim 1 . That interpretation of only two ingredients 
seems consistent with the remainder of Findley: no contemplation of pigment 
together with a functional additive other than a UV light stabilizer. 

Therefore, Findley never teaches nor suggests the combination of colorant or 
pigment, wax binder or carrier, and a functional additive, other than UV Light 
Stabilizer, together in a single pellet. 

For that reason, Applicant has amended his claims by Preliminary Amendment 
to recite colorant, wax binder, compatible polymer, and a functional additive from a 
Markush Group that does not include stabilizer. The recitation of stabilizer appears 
in Amended Claim 3. 
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